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2009 OCTOBER THIRD THURSDAY - ON LOCATION
Can Philanthropy Unite the Rural Urban Divide?

In Ashland with Live Videofeed to Portland
Thursday, October 15, 2009

In the media and the legislature, it's conventional wisdom that Oregonians are divided by
place: rural vs. urban communities; the Willamette Valley vs. everywhere else; natural
resource-based vs. technology, finance and service-based economies. All are said to be in
competition or, at worst, conflict with each other. Yet Oregonians also celebrate our
promising commonalities: we revel in Oregon’s natural beauty, enjoy the amenities of our
cities, appreciate our productive valleys and forests, and everywhere think of our leaders as
the people next door, whom we call by their first names. Can philanthropy help to unite
these currents, encourage a more hopeful public discourse, and create momentum for
positive change that unites Oregonians in a common vision? This session will consider the
diverse impacts of Oregon’s foundations, and their potential to help unify Oregon in
addressing our economic, educational, cultural and environmental challenges.

Jeff Allen, Executive Director, Crater Lake National Park Trust
Peter Buckley, Oregon State Representative, District 5

Becky Hyde, Yainix Ranch

Sally Yee, Program Officer, Meyer Memorial Trust
,$-.&/0$&1'Norm Smith, President, The Ford Family Foundation
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The C’s

Look for +,&&*+$",&#
Support +,&-* #/$",&
Understand +,&$*1$
Recognize the role of +,22*.+*
Be aware of +,&#*3 4*&+*#

Underlying Theme: Outcomes vs. “Vision”
There is a chance to push evolve the traditional need for outcomes to an insistence that

grantees articulate a vision for the future.

A Few Gems

Take chances

Know the politics then get in there
Small good work counts

Continuing conversations

¥ What is the utility of perpetuating the metaphor of the divide? Do we need a new
taxonomy? Interdependence? Connectivity?

¥ What burdens do citizens of one part of the geography place on others - service
economies, tax transfers, land use planning, public policy, waste management, use of
natural resources, emergency services, open spaces, transportation issues, mutual
respect -- to name a few?
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